Newsletter – Autumn/Winter 2019
CGSNA - Eastern Canada Branch

Dr Joseph John Morrow
Lord Lyon King of Arms

Greetings,
We trust that you are well, that you had a pleasant autumn and that winter weather is not yet very
severe where you live. Here in Quebec City, our autumn was good and winter started much later
than last year with very little snow to date and, so far, we have not experienced any prolonged
cold weather and that suits us just fine.
We are relatively well at present. However, Ted’s asthma is a major concern and he can’t spend
much time outdoors when it is very cold and windy. So, we are careful about that and enjoy other
activities like Ted watching sports on TV or attending events organized by organizations such as
Life Long Learning Quebec, the Literary and Historical Society of Quebec, the Voice of EnglishSpeaking Quebec (VEQ) and a genealogical group called Generations Club.
Louise is still reading a lot and doing research into both sides of our families and she keeps
finding some interesting stories about them.
Flowers of the Forest:
- In August 2019, we confirmed the sad news that ECB member John Coburn Robinson of
Fredericton NB had passed away in September 2018. We recently posted a memorial message
that you can read in the new section Honoring Lost Gunns on the CGSNA official website.
The 50th Anniversary of CGSNA & the 2019 AGM of CGSNA:
As posted on the official website and on the Facebook page, the 2019 Annual General Meeting
(AGM) took place on the Labor Day weekend (August 31st & September 1st 2019) at the
Alameda County Fairgrounds in Pleasanton CA – see www.thescottishgames.com. Event
photos can be viewed on the website under the sub-header “AGM Photos 2019”.
CGSNA Senior Officers for the Next three Years:
- Following the AGM of September 1st, Victoria “Vicky” Tillotson became our new membership
secretary, effective immediately and she replaced Alise Erickson who stepped down from that
role after several years of great service to the Society. Also, as presented on the opening page of
the website www.clangunn.us the other newly elected officers effective January 1, 2020 are as
follows: Society President – Chuck Franz; Current & re-elected First Vice President - Charlie
Kehm; Second Vice President – Cason Slaughter; Recording Secretary – Heather Smith; Current
& re-elected Treasurer – Jerred Gunn.
New Members:
- CEAD MILE FAILTE (One Hundred Thousand Welcomes) to our 2019 new member –
- Paul Williamson of Quebec QC
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Membership:
The last ECB Membership Roster Report that we received was issued in the month of May 2019.
An analysis of that report indicated that several of our members were classified as “Inactive”
since their membership renewals were more than six (6) months overdue.
We sent a reminder message to each “Inactive” member, explained the particular situation and
requested that appropriate settlement should be made ASAP. In that message, we requested that a
note should be sent to us to clarify either of two situations:
1 - the payment was initially overlooked but was subsequently submitted;
2 – the member is no longer interested in maintaining a CGSNA membership.
We indicated that in either instance, we would update our records and in the 2nd instance, we
would advise the secretary that the member has resigned.
N. B. - the membership secretary only notifies members once regarding renewals. If the branch
commissioner does not receive the necessary details to follow up with the members, there is no
reminder! Please consider this the next time you receive a renewal notice from the secretary.
Membership Payment Using PayPal:
The details can be viewed under the sub-header “Membership” on the opening page of the
official website www.clangunn.us .
Another Reminder about the Member Contact Update Project:
CGSNA is still in the process of updating the records of all members. If you have not already
responded, please click the official website https://www.clangunn.us and on the opening page, go
to the MEMBERSHIP PAGE, click Member Contact Update Project and complete the form as
requested. The form includes options for receiving The Gunn Salute newsletter. If you choose
either the 2nd or 3rd option, the Society can reduce postal costs! Based on the November 2017
Membership Report for our branch, less than half of our members had responded to this request.
Email Address Changes:
Should you change your email address, please advise us promptly and we will correct our
records and advise the membership secretary; this is very important for regular correspondence.
Emeritus Status:
We again remind our older members that you may be eligible for Emeritus Status (all services of
the Society but no more payments); the conditions are - you have reached the age of 76 and have
been a member in good standing of CGSNA for the previous five (5) years. However, you must
apply for such status by contacting the Membership Secretary; if you need help - contact us.
Clan Gunn UK to Celebrate 60th Anniversary:
The Clan Gunn Society was formed in 1960 to promote a spirit of kinship among members of the
clan throughout the world. From April 2nd to 5th, 2020 the Society will celebrate a Diamond
Jubilee Anniversary in the UK. Details can be viewed on the websites www.clangunn.us or
www.clangunnsociety.org if any ECB members are interested. We think the program for this
event is very appealing but we won’t be able to make the trip since we can no longer travel as we
did in the past.
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The 2019 Summer Festival Circuit:
Deputy Commissioner, the Rev. Colin Swan hosted a Clan Gunn tent at four events as follows:
- June 22, Kingsville Highland Games;
- July 1, Embro Highland Games;
- July 20, Cambridge Scottish Festival;
- August 9 - 11, Fergus Scottish Festival & Highland Games.
Co-commissioners Louise and Ted hosted booths at two events:
- August 2-3, Glengarry Highland Games;
- September 7-8, Quebec Celtic Festival.
No details were provided for the first three events.
The Glengarry Highland Games (GHG)
August 2-3, 2019, Maxville ON
Although it was a hot weekend in Maxville, our booth was in the larger of two barns that was
well ventilated so we were quite comfortable. Over the two days, many visitors stopped at our
booth and 41 of them entered their coordinates in our register - about half of them had Gunn
connections and are potential new members. Member Allan “Gus” Nelson, from Almonte ON,
who joined the Society in 2005, was among the visitors and we were pleased to see him again.
Member Debi Steele, who joined CGSNA in 2007, was there as usual on the Saturday, helped us
at the booth and joined Louise for the parade of the clans at mid-day; this type of member
participation means a great deal to us. Ted stayed at the booth to greet visitors since he didn’t
feel able to stand in line and keep up the pace in the parade. We enjoyed our time at this event
and met some friends among the visitors.
We were pleased to again have our weekend accommodation at the Best Western hotel in
Cornwall ON that is about a 40-minute drive South-West of Maxville. As usual on the Friday
evening, we had dinner at the very good and pleasant Casa Paolo, Italian Restaurant on Vincent
Massey Drive near our hotel.

Ted & Louise at the booth

th

The CGSNA 50 Anniversary
sign on display beside a bowl
of candies at the booth

ECB member Debi Steele
and Louise with the clan
banner prior to the parade
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The Fergus Scottish Festival & Highland Games (FSF&HG)
August 9-11, 2019 in Fergus ON
The Chieftain of the Fergus event was Dr. Joseph John Morrow, the current Lord Lyon King of Arms.
Since 2019 marked the 50th anniversary of the North American Society of Clan Gunn, celebrations were
held in many locations. Deputy commissioner Swan invited Dr. Morrow to cut the anniversary cake in the
Clan Gunn tent and he accepted the invitation.

CGSNA member Seamus
Robinson greets Lyon Morrow.

CGSNA 50th Anniversary cake

Lyon Morrow and Dep. Comm.
Colin Swan at the cake
cutting ceremony

The Quebec Celtic Festival (QCF) – Quebec QC
September 7-8, 2019 - Website: www.festivalceltique.com
This year, we hosted a Clan Gunn booth at the QCF held at the Domaine de Maizerets, located
on one of the first tracts of land granted in New France. It is now part of the borough of Limoilou
in the Eastern end of the city of Quebec and it is a very popular place. Visitors to the large tent
found clan representatives at seven different information booths - very good for Quebec City.
During the two days, we were kept busy at the booth as we greeted about 50 visitors that
included three of our ECB members and some friends. We greatly appreciated the help of
members Joyce Dubé, who has a Johnson ancestry, and Ann Cochrane, who has a Mann ancestry
– they made our jobs a little easier. We were pleased to meet a chap named Paul Williamson who
appeared at our booth wearing full Scottish attire. We had a good chat and Paul is now a member
of our Eastern Canada Branch – Bravo.

Entrance to Domaine de Maizerets

Dirk Bishop, a retired heavy games Ted and new member Paul Williamson
competitor demonstrates a technique.
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Odds & Ends:
2019 was a special year for us as we were celebrating our 50th
Wedding Anniversary on July 5th. Since we could not travel far, we
chose to spend a few days ‘en amoureux’ on the beautiful Isle-auxCoudres located in the St. Lawrence River about a 3-hour drive East of
Quebec City. It was a very lovely and peaceful place. Back home in
Quebec, friends invited us to celebration dinners in their homes. Then,
Ken and Gina organized a family reunion with members of Louise’s
family for a brunch at the Manoir du Lac Delage, the same place
where our wedding reception was held in 1969.

In June, we had a nice visit from Malcolm Sinclair and his wife Penny
from the UK who visited our city on their way to the Clan Sinclair
AGM in Winnipeg MB. We spent an enjoyable afternoon together with
lunch at the Restaurant Le Parlementaire of the Quebec National
Assembly and then we took them for a car tour of the city and outskirts.
We have often met Malcolm at Clan Gunn gatherings in Scotland and at
Scottish events in North America since he is the Hereditary Chief of
Clan Sinclair and a member of the House of Lords in the UK

A Lovely Gift At the Glengarry Highland Games in Maxville ON, our friend and ECB member Debi Steele of
Dunvegan ON presented us with the delightful photo fame to which we added our photo.

That frame is now prominently displayed on the mantle piece in our dining room beside a cut
glass whisky decanter that we were awarded as the “Die Hard Clan” at the 2008 Fergus Festival.
That event was terribly disrupted by extreme Saturday weather; most clan representatives left
early on the Saturday and did not return the next day with the result that the prize normally
awarded for the best tent display was not presented. After travelling 900 km to represent Clan
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Gunn at the Fergus Festival, we decided to return to the very wet grounds on the Sunday, park
the car at the entrance, select a few items to carry and walk around pools of water to reach the
tent and prepare for any brave visitors who might come by. Since there was a very little activity,
we were packing up early when a delegation arrived at the tent and presented us with the
decanter as an award for our endurance.

Ted & Louise with Bill Rowe and his wife
Cheryl who presented the decanter

Committee member John Campbell explains
to Ted that the decanter comes with a tradition it should contain a good single malt whisky for
tasting during the next visit to the Fergus event.
So, we complied with this request.

Saint Andrew’s Day 2019 November 30th is the official date to celebrate Saint Andrew, the Patron Saint of Scots, as well as
Romanians, Greeks and Russians. Scots and friends usually get together and enjoy a good
Scottish time at or around this date. The occasion is marked by major celebrations in many
Canadian cities – such as a St. Andrew’s Ball or an evening of dining. This year in Quebec City,
our St. Andrew’s Garrison of the 78th Fraser Highlanders hosted a musical concert in St.
Andrew’s Presbyterian Church in Old Quebec. The early date of November 16th was chosen to
prevent conflict with several other events at that time of year. The music was very good, the
event was well attended and it was followed by a small reception in the adjacent Kirk Hall.
******************
In closing, we would like to thank you for your support that we really appreciate.
Best Wishes for the New Year 2020.
Yours aye,
Louise and Edward (Ted) Gunn
Co-Commissioners
ECB of CGSNA

