
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 
 

Greetings - 
  

We trust that you are well and that you are coping with another early winter where you live. Here 
in Quebec City, we did not have a very nice autumn – too much rain and snow arriving too early. 
Now the good news, we will have a white Xmas.  
 
We are still quite well but much less active than in the past; however, we feel fortunate that, in 
our role as commissioners, we were able to do so much and meet so many interesting people 
over a period of 17 years. Medical appointments seem to be a way of life now but the problems 
have been relatively minor and are being well handled. Ted has better vision after two cataract 
operations. Various monitoring functions have become routine but, thanks to several medical 
specialists and an attentive wife, he is reasonably functional.  
 
Membership: 
The last membership report for our Eastern Canada Branch was received from secretary Alise 
Erickson back in November 2017. So, in recent months, if you received a renewal notice from 
the secretary but did not submit your payment, please contact us to clarify the following 
situations:  
1 - you delayed payment for any reason but more recently renewed, please tell us so that we can 
update our records.  
2 - you are no longer interested in maintaining your membership in CGSNA, please send us a 
note and we will advise the secretary that you have resigned.  

 
Another Reminder - Member Contact Update Project: 
CGSNA is still in the process of updating the records of all members. If you have not already 
responded, please click the official website https://www.clangunn.us and on the opening page, go 
to the MEMBERSHIP PAGE, click Member Contact Update Project and complete the form as 
requested. The form includes options for receiving The Gunn Salute newsletter. If you choose 
either the 2nd or 3rd option, the Society can reduce postal costs! Based on the November 2017 
Membership Report for our branch, less than half of our members had responded to this request. 
 
Email Address Changes: 
Should you change your email address, please advise us promptly and we will correct our 
records and advise the membership secretary; this is very important for regular correspondence.  
 
Emeritus Status: 
We again remind our older members that you may be eligible for Emeritus Status (all services of 
the Society but no more payments); the conditions are - you have reached the age of 76 and have 
been a member in good standing of CGSNA for the previous five (5) years. However, you must 
apply for such status by contacting the Membership Secretary; if you need help - contact us.  
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The Eastern Canada Branch Facebook Page: 
Deputy Commissioner, the Rev. Colin Swan is the official administrator of the ECB Facebook 
Page. If interested, open the website https://www.clangunn.us, at the top of the opening page, 
click on the sub-header “Links”, then click on the appropriate Link and follow the instructions. 
 
The 2018 Summer Festival Circuit:  
As mentioned in the Spring/Summer Edition of our newsletter, deputy commissioner the Rev. 
Colin Swan had scheduled five events during the summer and he managed to host a Clan Gunn 
tent at three of them – the Embro Highland Games in Woodstock ON, the Cambridge Scottish 
Festival and the Fergus Scottish Festival & Highland Games in Fergus ON. Colin was obliged to 
cancel his planned trip to Maxville ON and Verdun QC for the events in those locations. We 
replaced him and hosted a Clan Gunn booth at the Glengarry Highland Games in Maxville.  
Clan Gunn was not represented at the Montreal H. G. in Verdun QC.  
 
The Embro Highland Games (EHG) 
July 1, Woodstock ON - http://embrohighlandgames.ca 
 
Event information may be available on the ECB Facebook Page.  
 
The Cambridge Highland Games (CHG) 
July 20-21, Cambridge ON - http://www.cambridgescottishfestival.ca 
 
Event information may be available on the ECB Facebook Page.  
 
The Glengarry Highland Games (GHG) 
August 3-4, 2018, Maxville ON - https://glengarryhighlandgames.com 
 
We left home on the Thursday morning in nice weather for the 4-hour drive to our hotel in 
Cornwall ON. Although Louise is now the principal driver of our car, we shared the time at the 
wheel and it went well in relatively light traffic. Since we had plenty of time, we detoured by the 
town of Alexandria to see a friend.  
 
The following morning, we drove to Maxville that is located about 35 km north east of Cornwall. 
We set up our booth at a good location in the larger of the clan barns and prepared for the arrival 
of visitors. Friday is usually a slow day, however we met some friends including several clan 
reps and a few folks who were seeking information. By mid-afternoon, it was very quiet, so we 
called it a day, packed our gear and returned to our hotel. In the evening, our son Ken arrived by 
train from his home in Mississauga ON and together we had a nice dinner at our favorite Italian 
restaurant in Cornwall. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

On the Saturday, the three of us returned to 
Maxville and found Debi Steele already at the 
booth – she lives nearby. For the mid-day parade 
of the clans, Ken carried our flag while Louise 
and Debi joined him to carry the Clan Gunn 
banner – Ted stayed at the booth. We had about 
30 visitors seeking information at the booth 
during the day and several friends also dropped 
by to chat with us. 
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We enjoyed our time at this event, met interesting people and were very pleased that Ken drove 
us back to Quebec on the Sunday (he returned home by plane on the Tuesday), so we had a nice 
time together. 
 
 
The Fergus Scottish Festival & Highland Games (FSF&HG)  
August 10-12, 2018, Fergus ON - www.fergusscottishfestival.com 
 
Event information may be available on the ECB Facebook Page.  
 
The Quebec Celtic Festival (QCF) – Quebec QC 
September 7-9, 2018 - Website: www.festivalceltique.com 
 
This year, most of the activities took place at Domaine de Maizerets, in the Limoilou bourough 
of the city. During the weekend, activities included a festival dinner, highland games 
competitions, presentations by musicians and dancers, booths of participating clans and 
commercial groups. Clan Gunn did not have a booth at the QCF this year since we had another 
commitment - the annual gathering of L’Association des Bernier d’Amérique of which Louise is 
a member. We returned from our trip at noon on the Sunday and made a short visit to the festival 
site where we met and chatted with many friends. 
 
Odds & Ends:  
 
- The 19th Triennial Clan Gunn International Gathering - 
We would have loved to be there in Orkney & Scotland, but it was just too much for Ted to 
handle this time. However, we read in the September 2018 issue of the Gunn Herald newsletter 
that the Gathering was a great success. If interested, text and photos regarding the various 
activities of the Gathering can be viewed on the website https://www.clangunnsociety.org . 
 
- L’Association des Bernier d’Amérique inc. - http://bernierdamerique.ca - 
On the 2nd weekend of September, we attended the annual reunion of Louise’s Bernier family 
association that was held in L’Islet-sur-Mer, about an hour’s drive southeast of Quebec City on 
the shore of the St. Lawrence River. It was a very interesting event as they were commemorating 
the exploits of Captain Joseph Elzear Bernier (1862-1934), the famous mariner who led 
expeditions in the Canadian Arctic. He is featured on pages 12 and 13 of the Canadian passport. 
 

Over the two days, about 36 visitors came to see us 
and close to 50% of them are potential new members. 
It was a hot and humid weekend and there was some 
heavy rain on the Saturday afternoon but our booth 
was in the large barn that was well ventilated and we 
were quite comfortable. We were very pleased to 
meet visitors Cameron & Duncan Gunn who are the 
son and grandson of our friends & ECB members 
Charles and Anne of Halifax NS.  
 

 
Cameron Gunn & his son Duncan  

at the booth with Ken, Louise and Ted  
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While there, we stayed at the B&B “Gite Les Pieds Dans L’eau” located between L’Islet-sur-
Mer and St-Jean-Port-Joli; nearby, we noticed a small cemetery on the side of the highway. We 
asked the B&B owner if she knew anything about it and she replied that the people buried there 
were whisky makers. We immediately thought that they must have been Scots!  
 
So, before leaving the area, we stopped to have a look at the cemetery, took some photos and 
discovered the names of the people buried there - Harrower, Macpherson, Thomson and Wills. 
Later at home, Louise started a research and found out that indeed the Harrowers had a distillery 
on the nearby Rivière Trois-Saumons that lasted from about 1800 until 1832 when the younger 
members of the family started to move out of the area.  

 

 
 
- Invitation to Regiment - Quebec House Event, Westerham, Kent, England - 
I (Ted) am an officer and Louise is a Milady of the 78th Fraser Highlanders Fort St. Andrew’s 
Garrison, Quebec, one of several historical garrisons in North America – see 
http://www.78thfraser.ca. In Montreal, the local garrison is called Fort St. Helen where the 
general Headquarters is located – see www.78thfrasers.org. In mid summer of this year, I 
received an invitation from the Montreal Headquarters of the 78th Fraser Highlanders to attend a 
reception on September 14th, 2018 at Quebec House in Westerham, Kent, England - the 
hometown of General James Wolfe – see https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/quebec-house.  
 
I was invited because I have an ancestor named Alexander Fraser of Culduthel who was a 
Captain in the original 78th Fraser Highlanders Regiment and he fought under the command of 
General James Wolfe in the 1759 Battle of Quebec; he also led the Grenadiers in the 1760 Battle 
of Saint-Foy, was seriously wounded but survived and returned to Scotland the following year. 
Alexander is my ancestor via Millicent Fraser, my grandma Gunn who married my grandpa John 
Sinclair Gunn of Banniskirk (1857-1920).  
 
Since I was unable to make the trip, I asked my cousin, Catherine (Gunn) Hutson who lives in 
London, England, if she would like to represent me since the event was taking place a short 
distance south of London. Well, cousin Cathy liked the idea and I made the necessary 
arrangements with the Chief-of-Staff, Lieutenant-Colonel Bruce Bolton at the Montreal 
Headquarters. Cathy attended the event and told us that she found it interesting and enjoyed 
meeting the guests. 
 
 
 

Among those buried in the Cimetière Trois-Saumons are 
members of Daniel Macpherson’s family. He emigrated 
from the Scottish Highlands, settled in the area and, in 
1802, became the Seigneur of Crane Island (Isle-aux-
Grues). This gentleman’s grandson, James Macpherson 
Lemoyne (1825-1912), was a barrister and author. He was 
very involved with the Literary and Historical Society of 
Quebec, was president of the Royal Society of Canada, and 
he was knighted by Queen Victoria in 1897.  
 

 
Sacred to the memory of 

DANIEL MACPHERSON 
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- Family Connections - 
While looking for more information about the family of Ted’s g-g-grandmother, Ann Davidson 
and wife of John Sinclair Gunn in Dale (1770-1856), Louise discovered a link to the family of 
her own mother née Marthe Savard. So, we are distant cousins!  
 
Ann Davidson’s mother, Elisabeth Ross, had a sister, Sibella Ross, who married George Ross of 
Midfearn, who was Customs collector in Ullapool; they had a son, Simon Ross, who emigrated 
to Canada in 1830 to work for the Hudson Bay Co. Simon was posted to various places mostly in 
the Saguenay area of Quebec. In 1837, he married Elisabeth Brennan at St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church in Quebec QC and in 1852 they settled on a piece of land that he farmed by 
the Saguenay River. It was on what is now the Saguenay Arvida Golf Club - the house was on 
the second link. In June 1952, a plaque recognizing Simon as the first settler of Arvida was 
unveiled at the nearby entrance to the Saguenay Inn. 
 
Simon and Elisabeth had a family of several sons and daughters. One of their sons, Thomas 
Barnston Ross, married Maggy McLeod in 1868, in Chicoutimi; Maggy was the daughter of 
Peter McLeod and Marguerite Savard (1818-1892); Marguerite was the sister of Laurent Savard, 
Louise’s maternal g-g-grandfather.  
 
- Saint Andrew’s Day - 
November 30th is the official date to celebrate Saint Andrew, the Patron Saint of Scots, as well as 
Romanians, Greeks and Russians. Scots and friends usually get together and enjoy a good 
Scottish time at or around this date. The occasion is marked by major celebrations in many 
Canadian cities – such as a St. Andrew’s Ball. In Quebec City, we usually have a wee celebration 
and this year, the St. Andrew’s Garrison of the 78th Fraser Highlanders planned a get-together for 
members and friends on December 1st but it was subsequently cancelled. 
 
 

****************** 
 
 
In closing, we would like to thank each of you for your support that we really appreciate and, 
since the festive season is almost upon us, we take this opportunity to send –  
 

Best Wishes and Season’s Greetings  
to you and your family. 

 
 

Yours aye, 
 
Louise and Edward (Ted) Gunn 
Co-Commissioners, ECB of CGSNA 


